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St. Louis Area Physics Teachers

28th Annual High School Physics Contest

2013 Contest Results
On Saturday, April 27, 2013, the St. Louis Section of the American Association of Physics Teachers and Washington University hosted the 28th edition of the St. Louis Area Physics Teachers High School Physics Contest. The contest was held at Washington University in St. Louis.
75 students from eight schools participated in this year’s contest. The test period was 2 hours for both the Mechanics Division, a 50-question test dealing with only mechanics topics, and the Senior Division, a 50-question test that included questions from mechanics, fluids, thermodynamics, electricity and magnetism, optics and modern physics. Awards were given in each division for first through fourth place for individuals, as well as honorable mention awards for the next highest 20% of the scores. Team awards were given in both divisions to the top three scoring teams, based on the sum of the three highest scores from each school in each division.

There were 46 participants in the Mechanics Division. This year’s individual awardees are:

1st Place – Aditya Cowsik – Clayton High School
2nd Place – Alex Frank – Helias Catholic High School
3rd Place – Bennett Rennier – Helias Catholic High School
Honorable Mention Awards were given to Mahir Morshed and Zachary Spahr of Carbondale Community High School, Omkar Venkatesh and Daniel Greenblatt of Clayton High School, Margaret Morris and Samuel Kreter of Helias Catholic High School, and to Steven Panke, Gus Knobbe, and Monica Smith of Webster Groves High School.
Team awards for the Mechanics Division are:

1st Place – Helias Catholic High School

2nd Place – Clayton High School
3rd Place – Webster Groves High School
The team competition was closely contested with the top three teams being separated by a total of 5 points.
There were 29 participants in the Senior Division. This year’s individual awardees are:

1st Place – Prerak Trivedi – Carbondale Community High School
2nd Place – Zixuan Zhang – Helias Catholic High School

3rd Place – Anish Bhattacharya – Carbondale Community High School

Honorable Mention awards were given to Ellie Gund, Alex Meneses, and Regine Rosas of Clayton High School, and to Anton Frommelt, Dillon Williams, and Tony Wride of Webster Groves High School.

Team awards for the Senior Division are:

1st Place – Carbondale Community High School 

2nd Place – Clayton High School

3rd Place – Webster Groves High School
2013 SLAPT Physics Contest Statistics
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Mechanics Division

Number of Participants:  46

Mean:  22.1

Median:  20

Standard Deviation:  9.9

Lowest Score:  8

Highest Score:  40
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Senior Division

Number of Participants:  29

Mean:  25.8

Median:  26

Standard Deviation:  6.2

Lowest Score:  10

Highest Score:  38 
Congratulations to all students who participated and thank you to all of the physics teachers who brought students to the contest this year. Special thanks go to Dr. Kasey Wagoner of Washington University for compiling the tests and for hosting the contest, Gabe de la Paz and Rex Rice for analyzing the test data and producing the awards, and to Amy O’Brien and the Washington University Institute for School Partnership for funding the contest.

By all accounts, the 28th Annual SLAPT High School Physics Contest was a success.

David Schuster, Contest Coordinator
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